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History & STEM Fun with the Campbell County Rockpile Museum

Wagons, Wagons, Wagons

P

Covered wagonen Gillette Avenue Campbell County Rockpile Museum Pho20@&7.015.0036

To learn more about pioneer travels vishtdse links:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=GdbnriTpg_M&feature=emb logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5f{JFUYKIVKA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?vaXmWIiLfRY

Most wagons on the Oregon Trail wN®T Conestoga wagons. These were slow, heavy freight wagons. Most
Oregon Trail pioneers useddinary farm wagons fitted with canvas coversie expansion of the railroad into
the American West in thaid to late1800sled to the end of travel across the nafiowagons.

Are a Prairie Schooner and a Conestoga the same wagoN®@.

The Conestoga wagomnwvas a much heavier wagon and often pulled by teams of up to six horses. Such wagon:
required reasonably good roaatsd were simply not practical for moving westward across the pldiesatire
wagonwas26 feet long and 11 feet widdhe frontwheelswere 3 ¥ feet high, rear wheelsd 4 ¥4 feet high.

The empty vagon weigled 3000to 3500 Ibs

ThePrairie schoonerwas the classic covered wagon that carried settlers westward across the North Americar
plains. Itwas a lighter wagon designed to travel great distances on rough prairidttsailed10-foot-tall,

was 4 ft wide,and wasl0to 12 fed long, When the tague and yoke were attached it #&sfeetlong. The

rear wheelsvere50 inches in diametend the frontvheels 44 inches in diametdihe smallerfont wheels

allowed for sharper turn¥he wagon wighed 1300 Ibseemptyand was normallyulled by 4to 6 oxen or Go

10 mulesThe nickname came from the typical white cloth cover on the wagon, which, from a distance, made
resemble the white cloth of a ship's sails.
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Fun Facts

Emigrants would walk besid@eir wagons as they traveled west, with only small children and the elderly riding
i nsi de. This was because the wagon was filled w
journey.

Pioneers knew that eating fresh fruits and vdgetawould keep them safe from the deficiency disease, scurvy
because fresh fruits and vegetables were hard to come by over much of the trail, pioneers would bring a lot o
pickles along, which also were an excellent source of Vitamin C.

Visit this link to learn more about what it would have been like to be @raveler on the Oregon trail.

https://www.blm.gov/or/oregontrail/files/packwagon.pdf

Make your own Prairie Schaner

https://thecraftyclassroom.com/crafts/pionesaftsfor-kids/covereewagoncraft/
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Buckboard, Farm, Freight, and Spring Wagons

Campbell County Rockpile Museum Phott883.041.0017

A buckboard is a fourwheeled wagon of simple construction meant to be drawn by a horse or other large
animal. The "buckboard" is the frentost board on the wagon that could act as both a footrest for the driver
and protection for the driver from the horse's reavies in case of a "buck”.

Spring wagon is afour-wheeled vehicle drawn by draft animals (most often horses), having a square box and
between two and four movable seat boards. It was a ggnemse wagon used for the transportation of either
goods or pssengers, and in 19th century America it enjoyed wide popularity with farmers.

Farm wagonsare built for general muHpurpose usage in an agricultural or rural setting. These include
gathering hay, crops and wood, and delivering them to the farmstead or market.

Freight wagonsare wagons used for the overland hauling of freight and bulk corntiexodi

Freight teams & drivers ofsillette Avenugl901- Campbell County Rockpile Museum Pho20@2.006.0017

Visit this link for wagon and transportation themed activities:
https://history.sd.gov/docs/South%20Dakota%20Transportation%20digital%20activities. pdf
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Chuck wagon

Visit these links to learn more about the chuckvagon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=86&v=67YEfA1ZzCA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLFI _Oeaz0c

The average chuck wagon was about 10 feet long a4 38&ches wide.

Chuck wagon A chuckwagon is a type of kitchen on wheelsvented in 1866 by Charles Goodnight of
Texas,it was historically used for the storage drahsportation of food and cooking equipment for cowboys on
a cattle drive.Cowboys sometimes referred to the chuck wagon as Crumb Castle.

Chuck:Inthe 18century the term fichucko wasThedailgrdeniwas r e f e
normallydried pork,beansand bread with the choice of water or coffee to drink.

Cookie: The name given to the cook in charge of the chuck wagon. Besides cdwkinguld havected as
their bankerpeen expected tmake repairs to equipment or narsick workerswho might have taken ill during
the long drives

T7 Round Up Camp 1921Campbell County Rockpile Museum Photo #1974.001.3044

SL Cowboys at Supper near Miles City, MT 19Campbell County Rockpile Museum Photo #2008.004.0176
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SIDE VIEW

Diagram of the side view of a chuck wagon

The parts of the chuck wagon

Wagon box: This wasthe main body of the wagon and held bulkier items likeslbdgotatoes, vegetablesalt
pork, jerky,a containerof sourdough. Possibly some extra bedrolls and camp equipiiehtaxe, shovels
ropes and pulleysawater barrel and sometimes coffeender were attached to the outside of the wagon.

Wagonbow: A bent slat of wood used supportwaterproofcoverneeded to keep everything dry in the case of
rain.

Chuck box: This wastheco o k 6 andlnside there were shelves and drawetsabald have heldoffee
grinders, coffee potplates silverware pots, pans etc. Traditionally there was a drawer used to keep the
miscellaneous items that would be needed such as sewing supplies, meisasitaight razor and soafg.

Cook Flys: A canvas awning thatovers the cooking area on the chuck wagattaches over the wagon bows
and attached to five fly/support polasd held down with ropes and stakes.

Jockey box The small box mounted at ti@tside, andront of the wagon undehed r i wseat. & Beld extra
tools and items that mighe handy in an emergencWagon wheel wrench, adjustable wrenches, hammer,
draw knife, wood chisel, ragsails good filefor sharpeningshoeing tools, leather and leather repair tools,
horse hobbles.

Possum belly:Nickname for thecanvas or cowhidthatwas suspendeahder the wagorto carry firewood and
cow chips.
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Chuck wagon fun

Fun Fact:

When Cookie was finished with his work for the day and bejoreg to bedhe would always place the tongue
of the chuck wagon facing northhis was done so thathen the trail master started in tim@rning,he would

be able tdook at the tongue arikkhow what direction he would be moving the herd.

Chuck Wagon Etiquette

1. Noone eats until Cookie calls

2. When Cookie calls, .everyone comes a runnino

3. Hungry cowboys wait for no man. They fill their plates, fill their bellies, and then move on so
stragglers can fill their plates

4. Cowboys eat first, talk later.

5.1 t 6 s o0 k d@hyout fingers. 3he foadiis clean

6.1 f youdbre refilling the coffee cup and someon

7. Dondt take the | ast serving unless youbre sur

8. Food left on the plate is an insult to the cook.

9. No running or saddling a horse near the wagon. And when you ride off, always ride downwind from the

wagon.
10.1f you come across any decent firewood, bring it back to the wagon
11. Strangers are always welcome at the wagon.

Cowboy Slang:

Cookie- Term for the Chuck Wagon Coo®ther nicknames included Grub Woriscuit Shooteror Belly
Cheater

Cow Grease Butter

Canned Cowi Canned milk

Hen Fruit - Eggs

Calf Slobbers Meringue on a pie

Beesweetening Honey

Fried Chickeni Bacon rolled in flour and fried

Chuck Wagon Chicken Fried bacon

Spotted Pup Cooking raisins in rice

Eatin Irons i Silverware

Cow Chipi Dried cow manure

Boston Dollari A penny

Dogiei An orphaned calf or small calf

Visit this link to make your own stick pony for riding the cattle drive using a pool noodle:
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafimdexperiments/tuiapooklnoodleinto-horsestick
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Sheepwagon

The Sheepvagon as we know it todayriginated in Wyoming along with the developed sheep industry during
the 1870s. Because the sheepherder followed the flocks of sheep in order to watch over and protect them, tt
needed protection from the weather and this home on wheels gave themlaceafe stay. Sheapagons

were drawn by horse to remote pasture where the sheepherder would®déegnd live out othe wagon

until the sheep exhausted the gralssntheflock and shepherd would move to greener pastures.

Sheep wagon on ti&aeth Ranch Campbell County Rockpile Museum Pr#t893.041.0024
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